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“A horse doesn’t care how much you know 
until he knows how much you care. Put 
your hand on your horse and your heart 
in your hand.”
Pat Parelli 



The Need
Behind the glamorous facade of the multibillion dollar horse racing 
industry lies a dark and inhumane reality for horses. The temporary 
heroes of the sport captivate audiences with their power, grace, and 
athleticism. But they are bred to race and if they are successful, they 
are raced hard for an average of 3 to 4 years. Though their average life 
expectancy is 25 to 30 years, there is not always a plan in place for the 
future of Thoroughbreds who have finished their racing career. 

Not all Thoroughbreds win races. Not all Thoroughbreds bred to race 
make it to the winner’s circle at Churchill Downs. Many are deemed 
unprofitable and are sold repeatedly during their first years of life. 
Once sold, these horses sometimes face uncertainty and need to be 
transitioned into a new career which takes patient retraining.  

The U.S. horse racing industry is a $100 billion sport. Each year millions 
flock to the country’s largest races—The Kentucky Derby, Preakness, 
and Belmont Stakes. Out of the 20,000 Thoroughbreds born into 
the racing industry each year, only 60 to 65 percent make it to their 
first race. Only 0.2 percent make it to a Grade 1 stakes race like the 
Kentucky Derby. Meaning that approximately 13,000 Thoroughbreds 
are left searching for a new home on an annual basis.   

While most major tracks have owners and trainers sign an agreement 
stating they will not send horses housed at the track to slaughter, 
it is still a common occurrence. Unfortunately, there are thousands 
of retired Thoroughbred racehorses housed off race tracks seeking 
homes. 10,000 Thoroughbreds are sent to slaughter in Canada or 
Mexico yearly. This means that only 3,000 of the 13,000 retired 
Thoroughbred horses end up in new homes. 

Too frequently, these wonderful souls who manage to make it off 
the track end up at kill-pens (where horses are sold for slaughter) 
or in dire situations. Often, these horses end up there due to severe 
misunderstanding and training mismanagement. Our organization 
sees the Thoroughbred racehorse not as a commodity, but as unique 
individuals who possess great athleticism and encompass kind natures. 
These horses’ lives do not stop after the track—they have so much 
more to give.

 e The US horse racing industry is 
a $100 billion sport. 

 e Each year, the horse 
racing industry produces 
approximately 20,000 foals bred 
for racing.

 e Only 60 to 65 percent of the 
20,000 Thoroughbreds born 
to race actually make it to their 
first race; and only 2 in 1,000 of 
these (0.2%) make it to a Grade 
1 stakes race. 

 e Only 3,000 of the 13,000 retired 
Thoroughbred horses end up in 
new homes; the remaining are 
left with an uncertain fate.

New Life Center for Thoroughbreds is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 

dedicated to reducing and eventually eliminating the slaughter of  retired 

Thoroughbred racehorses. 



“My new life leaves behind fears, 

loneliness, and sadness with trust, love, 

purpose, and friendship anew.”

-Traveler, Founding Horse, New Life 

Center for Thoroughbreds



How We Work
New Life Center for Thoroughbreds (New Life) funds its mission 
through a number of revenue streams. We offer training, clinics, and 
memberships that educate people about restarting and retraining 
the off the track Thoroughbred. Although we have these revenue 
streams to support our cause, we primarily operate off of donations, 
sponsorships, and the most generous gift of time. The organization 
was founded by Heather Kourcklas and Huxley Greer, whose donations 
of money and time have seeded and rooted the establishment of the organization as a 501(c)3. New Life is 
guided by a board of directors and advisors with an impressively broad range of achievements and expertise, 
including an Olympic rider, veterinarians, and business leaders. 

Our Philosophy: 5R’s  
Rescue, Rehabilitate, 
Retrain, Rehome, Retire
When horses arrive at New Life, they are 
immediately evaluated as individuals and 
their physical, mental, and emotional needs 
are assessed. During this stage, horses are 
also evaluated by a veterinarian. A plan is  
developed based on the needs of each horse. 

Horses arriving directly from the track are 
given down time to allow their minds and 
bodies to relax and heal. Horses that need to 
retire live out the rest of their lives in peace and 
quiet receiving the love they deserve in New 
Life’s retirement center appropriately named, 
“Thoroughbred Life Center” or “TLC”. Horses 
that have the right personality and have been 
forced to retire for physical reasons become 
part of a healing and support program for 
people or may be rehomed as companions. 

Our retraining program at New Life Center for Thoroughbreds is designed to allow retired Thoroughbred 
racehorses to come into their own in a second career. We aim to promote the athleticism, kind nature, and 
versatility of the retired Thoroughbred.

Once horses have reached a certain stage in their retraining, they are placed up for adoption in order to be 
rehomed. In addition to our retraining program for horses, we also offer programs to assist owners of retired 
Thoroughbred horses to learn to care and provide for their off the track Thoroughbred. 

We have a mission, 

purpose, and plan to allow 

these amazing, athletic 

souls to shine.

1. Rescue

2. Rehabilitate

3. Retrain4. Rehome

5. Retire

5 R’s

NEW 
LIFE



The finish line is just the beginning of  

an uncertain future for thousands of  

Thoroughbreds each year. Together we 

can change the outcome for many of  these 

courageous, athletic, inspiring beings.



How You Can Help
New Life has the tools, knowledge, training, leadership, and 
hands-on team to change the trajectory of horses’ lives. We can 
provide the care, recovery time, and support for horses who 
desperately need it and it is our passion to do that. We cannot do it 
alone.

Sponsorships and donations are essential to broaden our reach and 
fulfill a promised future to more horses who have reached the end of 
their racing careers.

New Life plans on holding two annual fundraising events – the first of 
which is held in late spring and the second in late fall of each year.

Tax-Deductible Sponsorship & 
Donations
Sponsor a specific horse in the entirety of its “routine care,” with the 
exception of emergency situations. Your name or your company’s 
name is added to this horse’s show name for the rest of his/her life.

Sponsor a specific horse’s needs by making a recurring monthly 
donation toward their care (farrier, feed, hay, and veterinary 
costs). We will frequently publish the monthly average cost to care 
for a horse at our facility along with a listing of what goes into that 
calculation.

Make a general donation (not earmarked) that will be used for 
the “operating expenses” of the rescue and needs of the horses. 
We offer different levels of donations that receive various recognition.

Donate earmarked funds for the purchase of Thoroughbreds from 
racetrack trainers.

Revenue Streams

Services
• Training
• Clinics
• Memberships
• Boarding Services

Forthcoming  
Expenses

Short-Term Plans
 cMend and update fencing
 cBuild a covered arena  
 cBuild a cross country training 
field (we have the perfect spot 
on the property)

Long-Term Plans
 cRenovate main barn
 cBuild secondary barn
 cBuild training and conference 
center



Welcome to New Life Center for 

Thoroughbreds: A New Beginning for Off  

the Track Thoroughbreds. A place where 

the horses’  safety, security, and well-being 

are the top priority.



Priority Facility Improvements
New Life Center for Thoroughbreds is located on a beautiful 90+ acre 
facility located in Wirtz, Virginia near scenic Smith Mountain Lake. 
The facility is well equipped and was selected for its privacy, solitude, 
and convenient accessibility to some of the largest race tracks and 
show venues on the east coast. The amenities make it an ideal 
refuge for horses coming off the track and its size provides ample 
space for serving the needs of off the track Thoroughbreds in their 
rehabilitation and retraining.

Facilities
 cA main barn with 13 stalls, tack, feed, bath, and laundry rooms
 c15 beautiful pastures
 c15 acres of trails
 cA lighted outdoor arena 
 cOver 90 acres with room for improvements to come

We have plans in the immediate future to make property 
improvements that clearly represent our philosophy on horse care, as 
well as our devotion and dedication to our mission. These immediate 
plans are being funded through a small business loan taken on 
personally by the founders and through our own sweat and tears, as 
well as those of supportive family and friends. 



“Individually we are a drop but together, 

we are an ocean.”

-Ryunosuke Satoro



Fundraising Goals

2022-2023
 cRescue, rehabilitate, and retrain 10 
Thoroughbreds
 c Increase training capabilities and resouces
 cExpand and improve facilities such 
as fencing, run-in sheds, and training 
equipment

THANK YOU!

2023-2024
 cRehome or retire Thoroughbreds that are ready 
for a New Life and continue our rescue mission
 cContinue facility improvements 
 c Increase staff enabling more rehabilitation and 
retraining 



New Life Board of Directors
The New Life Center for Thoroughbreds Board of Directors includes four incredible individuals from varying 
backgrounds. Each member gives our Board a unique strength that could not exist without individual talents 
and passions.  

Dr. Samantha Erwin
Dr. Samantha Erwin is a research scientist at Oak Ridge National Laboratory where she 
develops biomedical mathematical models. She is a member of the committee on science 
policy for the society of industrial and applied mathematics. She finished her PhD from 
Virginia Tech in 2017 and was previously a researcher at North Carolina State University. 
Sam is a three-day eventer and actively competes in FEI competitions. In college she was 
the equestrian team captain and an IHSA national champion. She’s also previously served 
as a board member for the Blue Ridge Eventing Association.

Kimberly Severson
Kim Severson is one of the top three-day event riders in the world. She is a three-time 
winner of the Rolex Kentucky CCI**** and Olympic silver medalist. In 2004, she was 
ranked the #1 FEI rider in the world. Today, Kim is based out of Charlottesville, Virginia 
and runs her business, Kim Severson Eventing, LLC, where she trains, competes around 
the world, and gives lessons and clinics to aspiring Olympians.

Dr. Natalie Barker 
Dr. Natalie Barker is a graduated from Averett University with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Biomedical Science and a minor in Chemistry. In the spring of 2019, she 
graduated from Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine. Today, Dr. Barker 
works at Chatham Animal Clinic in Chatham, Virginia. She is an avid rider and 
Thoroughbred enthusiast.

Dr. Kecia Parrish
Dr. Kecia Parrish is a small animal veterinarian who earned her undergraduate degree at 
Miami University before graduating from The Ohio State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. After graduation, she resided in Oregon where she owned her own practice 
specializing in the care of llamas and alpacas. In 2011, she started her own practice, 
Hickory Ridge Animal Hospital located in Columbia, Maryland. In addition to running her 
practice, Dr. Parrish works with several local rescue groups to help animals in need.



New Life Board of Advisors
The New Life Center for Thoroughbreds is also fortunate to have the guidance of a talented group among our 
Advisors.

Jo Anne Miller
Jo Anne Miller began her love of horses at the racetrack. It was there while breezing 
horses that she saw the ugly side of the horse business. In 2001, in partnership with her 
Veterinarian they founded Brook Hill Retirement Center for Horses in Forest, Virginia as 
a Horse Rescue and Sanctuary. Fully accredited by both the Global Federation of Animal 
Sanctuaries and the Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance for their work in Equine Welfare, 
she has spoken at national conferences for the Human Society of the United States, the 
Homes for Horses Coalition, PATH International, the international HETI convention in 

Ireland, and the international conference for IAHIAO. She is a college professor of Equine Science for Randolph 
College, has served as the co-chair of the Equine Welfare Committee for PATH International, is the chair of the 
Equine Welfare Committee for the EQUUS Foundation, is on the board for both the Virginia Horse Industry 
Board and the Virginia Equine Educational Advisory Board for Virginia Tech, is a committee member of Horses 
and Humans Research Foundation, and is a founder of the Virginia Alliance of Equine Rescue Organizations 
(VAERO).

Joe Duncan
Joe Duncan is an Australian Based Business Leader and the CEO and Founder of The 
Before 5am Brand and The Joe Duncan Group. He has built Before 5am into one of 
the World’s largest Human Performance and Wellbeing brands with a reach of 1.5+ 
million people on all digital media platforms and outlets. Joe is globally recognized for his 
work in advising and working with Top Performing Individuals, CEOs, Executive Level 
Management, large Public & Private Companies and Institutions around the world. As a 
Global Thought Leader, Joe Duncan is a leading voice on many societal, humanitarian, 
environmental and technological issues which affect humanity and society on a large scale. The Social 
Enterprise and Impact Space as we know it today has been largely shaped by the work that Joe has done to 
promote the “Impact Before Profit Model” that many Companies and Governments look to emulate and embed 
into their Organization. Joe Duncan has committed his life to impacting the lives of over 1 Billion+ people 
around the world by 2035 through his extensive work in the education, technology and social enterprise 
sectors.

Chuck Olsick 
Chuck is an accomplished business leader with expertise building businesses. He has 
helped grow several small businesses into large companies leading to extraordinary 
value for shareholders. He is an innovative, strategic, and tactical thinker, especially when 
competing where discriminating solutioning, positioning, and messaging are required. 
He has improved business performance of leadership, employees, operations, finance, 
strategic planning and execution, and business development. Chuck is currently President 

& CEO of Business and Life Transitions (B&LT) providing strategic planning, performance management, 
operations improvement, business development, and merger and acquisition (M&A) consulting services.



New Life Founders

Huxley Greer
Huxley is known professionally as a FEI three-day eventing and dressage 
rider. She is well known for her incredible talent as a horse trainer and 
has extensive experience with restarting off the track Thoroughbreds and 
bringing them up through the levels as sport horses. She has more than 
15 years experience in horse care and 10+ years in barn management. Her 
training philosophy is based on compassion, patience, and undertanding. 
Huxley’s love for the Thoroughbred and her advocacy for them was 
the conversation starter with Heather that formed New Life Center for 
Thoroughbreds 

Huxley’s experience as an exercise rider at the track 
gave her invaluable insight into the life and day-to-day routines of  the Thoroughbred 
racehorse.

Heather Kourcklas
Heather’s journey to fulfill her childhood dreams started with riding lessons 
in 2012. In 2015, Heather took her next step and purchased her horse 
Take a Chance, aka Diamond, who was five years old and green. Heather 
and Diamond were looking for a trainer and started working full time with 
Huxley in 2017 to pursue their eventing and dressage goals. Although not a 
Thoroughbred, Diamond considers herself Queen of the barn.   

Heather has an accounting and strategic business background in non-
profits and government contracting. She is a CPA with more than 30 
years’ experience, 17 of which have focused on small business ownership. 
Heather’s business experience combined with passion and dedication to 
the retired Thoroughbred racehorse brings unique skills and passion to our 
organization.   Her determination toward her goals made starting New Life 
Center for Thoroughbreds a reality. 

Heather brings her love of  horses and more than 30 years of  accounting and strategic 
business experience together for New Life.



New Life Center for Thoroughbreds Inc.
New Life Center for Thoroughbreds is a 501(c)(3) non-profit incorporated in April 2020.  

Mailing Address
784 Park Way Avenue
Moneta, Virginia 24121

Physical Address
10120 Booker T Washington Highway

Wirtz, Virginia 24184

Ph: (301) 602-6320   Email: info@newlifethoroughbreds.com

Charity EIN: 84-4857000

www.newlifethoroughbreds.com




